The Budd-Chiari syndrome and hepatic veno-occlusive disease. Recognition and treatment.
In a review of 29 patients who were surgically treated by combined hepatic and portal decompression for intractable ascites, 18 were identified as falling into the category of the Budd-Chiari syndrome, with varying causes. Of this group, 2 patients were distinguished by the classical hepatic venous endophlebitis described by Chiari and later by Bras et al. Recently, this disease entity has been recognized as being due to the toxic effects of pyrrolizidine alkaloids contained in the Senecio and Crotolaria plants. In the first of these two cases the patient had emigrated from Jamaica and was exposed to "bush trees," but no chemical measurements were done. The second patient had consumed a large amount of comfrey teas, which were shown to contain high levels of pyrrolizidine alkaloids. These two cases add further weight to the existing evidence of the toxic effect of these alkaloids, and also demonstrate the effectiveness of hepatic and portal decompression.